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" We are dealing with a leader who always stands out, and
who has displayed on many difficult occasions his qualities as
a high commanding officer. For these reasons, and because I
believe that it is the duty of the High Command to grant to
Lieutenant-Colonel Francisco Franco Baamonde the rewards
which he so well deserves, I do honour to myself by propos-
ing in this special manner, emphasizing the justice of my
proposal, that he be given a rise in rank immediately/'
On October 16, 1923, Franco went to the Peninsula to
marry. Franco succeeded in realizing a desire which he had
had to postpone upon two occasions because of the exigencies
of war. His wife. Carmen Polo y Martinez Valdes, a daughter
of a distinguished Asturian family, unites a suggestive beauty
to her refined and cultured spirit and her graceful congenial-
ity. They first met in early youth, and loved each other. She
was then fifteen years old, and he was a little over twenty.
She was tall and slender, with sweet and caressing eyes; he"
hair was parted in the middle, and fell down in long black
tresses.
To what ingenuity they had to resort in order to see each
other, subjected as the girl was to a strict paternal vigilance
which was opposed to those relations! The love of joyful days
of spring that is kept in the treasury of memories as the
greatest gift of life. The young man waited at the door of
the school where she was being educated, to receive the
glance that was a promise of fidelity and the future.
It was a promise which persevered through distance,
through long absences, through the vicissitudes of the life of a
soldier, and through the opposition of some of the relatives
of the bride, who tried to persuade her not to marry a fearless
man who always lived so dangerously. But she followed her
heart.
"In my home," she recalls to-day, "we were all then
pacifists. A little later my father was following on the maps